
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chapel Hill State School 
Science Curriculum and Assessment Year Level Plan 2026 

Prep 

 

Curriculum Intent 

  Year Level Description 

In Foundation, learning in Science builds on the Early Years Learning Framework and each student’s prior learning and experiences. Science encourages students to explore their environment and be curious about their surroundings. 

Students build wonder and their natural curiosity by observing everyday objects, materials and living things and by exploring changes in the world around them, including changes they can effect, such as making things move or change shape. They learn that 
observations can be organised to make patterns and that these patterns can be used to make predictions about phenomena. They seek answers to questions they pose using their senses to gather different types of information. They understand that making 
observations and predictions is a core part of science. 

 

Inquiry questions can help excite students’ curiosity and challenge their thinking. Following are examples of inquiry questions that could be used to prompt discussion and exploration: 

• Why do we have different senses? How do we use them? 

• Why is sorting important? 

• How are a spider and a fly alike and different? 

• Are wheels the only way to get around? 

• Why do people describe things differently?   

Achievement Standard 

Spiral Progression and Alignment 

   PREP 

By the end of Foundation students group plants and animals based on external 
features. They identify factors that influence the movement of objects. They 
describe the observable properties of the materials that make up objects. They 
identify examples of people using observation and questioning to learn about the 
natural world. 

Students pose questions and make predictions based on their experiences. They 
engage in investigations and make observations safely. With guidance, they 
represent observations and identify patterns. With guidance, they compare their 
observations with their predictions. They share questions, predictions, observations 
and ideas about their experiences with others. 

 

 

YEAR 1 

By the end of Year 1 students identify how living things meet their needs in the places they 
live. They identify daily and seasonal changes and describe ways these changes affect their 
everyday life. They describe how different pushes and pulls change the motion and shape of 
objects. They describe situations where they use science in their daily lives and identify 
examples of people making scientific predictions. 

Students pose questions to explore observations and make predictions based on 
experiences. They follow safe procedures to make and record observations. They use 
provided tables and organisers to sort and order data and information and, with guidance, 
represent patterns. With guidance, they compare observations with predictions and identify 
further questions. They use everyday vocabulary to communicate observations, findings and 
ideas. 

 

AC V9 
 



Sequence of units 
Semester 1 Semester 2 

 Unit 1 Biological Sciences Unit 2 Chemical Sciences Unit 3 Physical Sciences 

Unit name     

Unit description 

 Students begin to build confidence in using questions 
and investigations to explore and explain the natural 
world. They use their senses and equipment, including 
using digital tools, and practise safe procedures while 
examining plant or animal specimens during nature 
walks. 

Students interact with stories or documentaries about 
scientists and notice ways they make observations 
including drawings, collections, sound recordings and 
photography, and how they ask questions about what 
they think they will observe and find. They explore ways 
of recording their own observations of the natural world 
in rock paintings, bark drawings, reports, labelled 
drawings or photographs. They investigate ways 
Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
gain knowledge of and group living things, and 
communicate observations through paintings, drawings 
and dance. 

Students represent external features of living things and 

use these to identify patterns, describing ways of 

grouping or classifying, including identifying fruits and 

vegetables as plant parts; identifying common features 

of familiar animal groups; and recognising humans have 

features in common with other animals. 

Students build understanding that making observations 

and predictions is a core part of science. They use their 

senses to safely investigate and manipulate objects and 

materials and share observations and questions and 

make predictions based on their own experiences of 

materials. They sort and group materials based on 

observable properties, such as colour, hardness, 

texture and flexibility. 

Students identify patterns in how materials, such as 

wood, plastic, metal or glass, are used for specific 

purposes, and explore how materials can be combined 

to create functional utensils and tools. By identifying 

patterns, they recognise some objects are made of 

more than one type of material, and that each type of 

material in an object has distinct properties that 

contribute to the use of the object. 

Students use physical and virtual tools to create 

displays to show patterns and relationships between 

materials and their properties and purpose, using 

labelled samples or images of materials linked to 

objects and descriptions of properties that make each 

material suitable for their purpose. 

Students learn that observations can be organised to 
make patterns and that these patterns can be used to 
make predictions about phenomena. They develop 
curiosity about the physical world by observing and 
showing how everyday objects such as toys, tools and 
animals move, exploring factors that influence 
movement, such as size, shape and material. 

Students share their ideas about ways different and 
unusually shaped objects move and compare 
observations with their predictions to understand the 
physical world. They explore how the size and shape of 
traditional toys influence their movement. 

Based on their experiences of motion, students seek 

answers to questions they pose, using their senses to 

gather different types of information. With guidance, 

they use digital tools for measuring and comparing the 

movement of objects of different shapes and sizes and 

look for patterns, such as the relationship between 

wheels and the ways toys move. They examine different 

ways of sharing questions, making predictions and 

describing observations with others. 

Curriculum links  English U2   

Disclaimer: Please use this Curriculum Map as a guide. Due to circumstances beyond our control, it may be necessary to make changes to the published timetabling, delivery or instrument of an assessment.  
 


