
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Chapel Hill State School 
Science Curriculum and Assessment Year Level Plan 2026 

Year 1 

 

Curriculum Intent 

  Year Level Description  

In Year 1 students extend their understanding of patterns by exploring patterns in daily and seasonal events, recognising that all living things share the same basic needs, and that objects can behave in predictable 
ways. They infer relationships from their observations and experiences and begin to link function with observable properties. 

They observe that changes to objects and events can be large or small and happen quickly or slowly. Students pose questions and make predictions based on their observations and are introduced to ways of 
organising their observations to identify patterns. They appreciate that science involves observing, asking questions about and describing changes in objects and events. 

Inquiry questions can help excite students’ curiosity and challenge their thinking. Following are examples of inquiry questions that could be used to prompt discussion and exploration: 

• Does a fish have a home? 
• How do we know what season it is? 

• What makes playgrounds fun? How do playground designers come up with ideas? 
• How can we tell if something has changed? 

• How does science help us care for ourselves and other living things? 

Achievement Standard 

Spiral Progression and Alignment 

   PREP 

By the end of Foundation students group plants and animals based on external 
features. They identify factors that influence the movement of objects. They describe the 
observable properties of the materials that make up objects. They identify examples of 
people using observation and questioning to learn about the natural world. 

 

Students pose questions and make predictions based on their experiences. They engage in 
investigations and make observations safely. With guidance, they represent observations and 
identify patterns. With guidance, they compare their observations with their predictions. They 

share questions, predictions, observations and ideas about their experiences with others. 

 

YEAR 1 

By the end of Year 1 students identify how living things meet their needs in the places they 
live. They identify daily and seasonal changes and describe ways these changes affect their 
everyday life. They describe how different pushes and pulls change the motion and shape of 
objects. They describe situations where they use science in their daily lives and identify 
examples of people making scientific predictions. 

Students pose questions to explore observations and make predictions based on 
experiences. They follow safe procedures to make and record observations. They use 
provided tables and organisers to sort and order data and information and, with guidance, 
represent patterns. With guidance, they compare observations with predictions and identify 
further questions. They use everyday vocabulary to communicate observations, findings and 
ideas. 

 

YEAR 2 

By the end of Year 2 students identify celestial objects and describe patterns they observe in 
the sky. They demonstrate how different sounds can be produced and describe the effect of 
sound energy on objects. They identify ways to change materials without changing their 
material composition. They describe how people use science in their daily lives and how 
people use patterns to make scientific predictions. 

Students pose questions to explore observed patterns or relationships and make predictions 
based on experience. They suggest steps to be followed in an investigation and follow safe 
procedures to make and record observations. They use provided tables and organisers to 
sort and order data and represent patterns in data. With guidance, they compare their 
observations with those of others, identify whether their investigation was fair and identify 
further questions. They use everyday and scientific vocabulary to communicate observations, 
findings and ideas. 
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Sequence of units 
Semester 1 Semester 2 

Unit 1 Biological Sciences Unit 2 Earth and Space Sciences Unit 3 Physical Sciences 

Unit name Identifying how living things meet their needs 
Patterns of nature: Daily and seasonal changes 

shape our lives 
TBC 

Unit description 

Students continue to explore as they identify and compare the needs of individual plants and animals, such as air, 
water, food or shelter, and recognise that all plants and animals share some basic needs. 

Students begin to pose questions to explore simple patterns and relationships. They follow safe procedures to 
investigate questions. They make and record observations, using provided tables or graphic organisers when 
sorting plants and animals into groups, based on needs. They explore how places meet the needs of the animals 
and plants living there. 

Students explore real-world examples of how people use knowledge of the needs of animals and plants, such as 
caring for pets, growing plants, supporting native animals and plants to meet their needs and protecting natural 
habitats. 

Students use digital tools to collect information and create visual representations, such as models, to show 

relationships between the needs of living things and the places they live. They learn from engaging with the work 

of scientists how science helps us care for living things and the places in which they live. 

Students continue to develop understanding of patterns 

by observing changes in daily and seasonal events. 

They begin to ask questions about observed changes, 

such as seasonal changes, and make predictions about 

how these affect plants and animals, including animals 

that hibernate and migrate, and humans. 

Students build on their ability to sort and order data, for 

example: by ordering images of seasonal changes 

across the year or using sequential drawings, 

calendars, digital photographs or provided tables and 

organisers to document weather and seasonal changes 

over time. 

Students make connections between predictions, 

observations and real-life decision making by sharing 

how they have used science knowledge at home, for 

example: listening to or viewing weather forecasts, 

observing weather patterns when planning family 

events or outings, or wearing appropriate clothing for 

the season. 

Students engage with Aboriginal peoples’ and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples’ knowledges of observable 

changes in the landscape and sky as indicators of time, 

weather and seasons that inform many aspects of life, 

including availability of resources and timing of 

gatherings. 

Students build on understanding of how science 
involves observing, asking questions and 
representing patterns, as they investigate factors 
influencing ways that objects move, including push and 
pull force and surface characteristics. 

Students follow safe procedures and use digital tools as 
appropriate to answer questions, test their predictions 
and collect informal measurements of how far objects 
move when different pushing and pulling forces are 
applied. 

With guidance, students are supported to compare their 
predictions with observations and infer from their 
observations and measurements how push and pull 
forces start or stop the motion of different objects and/or 
change their shape or direction of travel. They represent 
push and pull forces (for example: using role-play, 
labels, arrows or time lapse drawings) and engage with 
ways of describing their representations using everyday 
and scientific vocabulary. 

Students connect scientific knowledge of forces with 

real-world applications, such as creation of new toys 

and playground equipment, or design and use of 

different types of tools in the home and garden. 

Curriculum links     

 

 

 

 
Achievement Standard 

Elements Assessed / Elements Monitored 

 

 Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

 By the end of Year 1 students identify how living things 
meet their needs in the places they live. They identify daily 
and seasonal changes and describe ways these changes 
affect their everyday life. They describe how different 
pushes and pulls change the motion and shape of objects. 
They describe situations where they use science in their 
daily lives and identify examples of people making 
scientific predictions. 

Students pose questions to explore observations and 
make predictions based on experiences. They follow safe 
procedures to make and record observations. They use 
provided tables and organisers to sort and order data and 
information and, with guidance, represent patterns. With 
guidance, they compare observations with predictions and 
identify further questions. They use everyday vocabulary to 
communicate observations, findings and ideas. 

By the end of Year 1 students identify how living things 
meet their needs in the places they live. They identify daily 
and seasonal changes and describe ways these changes 
affect their everyday life. They describe how different 
pushes and pulls change the motion and shape of objects. 
They describe situations where they use science in their 
daily lives and identify examples of people making 
scientific predictions. 

Students pose questions to explore observations and 
make predictions based on experiences. They follow safe 
procedures to make and record observations. They use 
provided tables and organisers to sort and order data and 
information and, with guidance, represent patterns. With 
guidance, they compare observations with predictions and 
identify further questions. They use everyday vocabulary to 
communicate observations, findings and ideas 

By the end of Year 1 students identify how living things 
meet their needs in the places they live. They identify daily 
and seasonal changes and describe ways these changes 
affect their everyday life. They describe how different 
pushes and pulls change the motion and shape of objects. 
They describe situations where they use science in their 
daily lives and identify examples of people making 
scientific predictions. 

Students pose questions to explore observations and 
make predictions based on experiences. They follow safe 
procedures to make and record observations. They use 
provided tables and organisers to sort and order data and 
information and, with guidance, represent patterns. With 
guidance, they compare observations with predictions and 
identify further questions. They use everyday vocabulary to 
communicate observations, findings and ideas 

 

Disclaimer: Please use this Curriculum Map as a guide. Due to circumstances beyond our control, it may be necessary to make changes to the published timetabling, delivery or instrument of an 

assessment.  

 
 
 
 


