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Acknowledgement of  Country

We acknowledge the Traditional owners of the 
land on which our school has been built. We 
would also like to pay our respects to Elders of 
the past, present and future for they hold the 
wisdom, memories, traditions and culture of 
their people and we acknowledge that they are 
the custodians of the land and waters around 
us. 



Reading Through the 

Australian Curriculum 

Parent Information 

Session

Implementation Guides and Signposts ðVocabulary Instruction  



Success Criteria

1 Share CHSS’ Journey –Science of Reading

2 Discuss Whole School Approach to the teaching of reading

3 Discuss how Parents can support their child with reading at home

Learning Intentions:



Updates to the 

Australian 

Curriculum



Reading includes two vital components that need to be mastered

• Being able to decode letters on a page or screen into words. 

• Being able to understand and build meaning from the text.

To decode and process words, symbols or actions to derive or construct meaning. 

It includes interpreting, critically analysing and reflecting on the meaning of written 

and visual, print and non-print texts. ACARA, 2023 

dog 
d-o-g -> dog

Definition of reading



Research on learning to read: Model

The Simple View of Reading



Research on learning to read: Model

{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ wƻǇŜ 



Implementation Guide: Purpose 

Implementing evidence-

informed practices 

through Version 9



CHSS Effective Teaching of Reading 
Supporting Documents

CHSS Reading Framework Reading Proficiency Progressions



2024/2025 Reading Committees

Word Reading

(Leia)

SSP program (PLD)

Guided Practice using 
decodable texts

Language Comprehension

(Shelley)

Explicit routine for teaching 
vocabulary
–3 Tier 2 words/week

Fluency routines 

HITS for building background 
knowledge

Shared and Dialogic Reading

Monitoring of 
Reading

(Louise)

DIBELS

PAT R



Reading at CHSS 
• Use an evidence-based approach -

Science of Reading
• Teachers explicitly teacher word 

reading and language 
comprehension

• Reading is taught across all 
learning areas



Teaching of Word Reading 

Guided Reading Practice using decodable texts
Decodable texts contain letter-sound correspondences that students 
have already learned.

ΨwŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ǿŀȅΩ.

Word Reading ς
Structure Synthetic Phonics

Explicit spelling instruction P-2 x 5 times/week and Y3-6 x 4 times/week 
which include targeted activities, including dictation

Differentiated reading instruction P-2 x 4 times/week 
and clinic groups Y3-6, as needed



Explicit Instructional Routines 
for PLD P-6

Whole School Expectations for teaching PLD Expectations for guided practice 
P-2 and Intervention 3-6



WORD READING

Structured Synthetic Phonics Program - PLD



Phonics/ Spelling



Dictation



Guided Reading Practice –
Word Reading with decodables





Dictation

Unit
Writing



Dictation

Unit
Writing









Dictation

Unit
Writing



Dictation

Unit
Writing



Teaching of 
Language Comprehension

Twilight sessionςLink To Parent Twilight Session Video

Including: 
• Shared and Dialogic reading instruction using authentic, rich texts (linked to year level curriculum requirements)
• Building background knowledge, 
• Explicit instruction of Tier 2/3 vocabulary,
• Fluency routines.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHaIBQ1kL9w&t=2s


Research on learning to read: Model

{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ wƻǇŜ 



LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

Explicit Vocabulary Routine



LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

Fluency Routines



LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

Building Background Knowledge



LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

Shared and Dialogic Reading



MONITORING OF READING

•Monitoring progress using DIBELS and PAT R:

•Tool used to identify next steps for word reading and language 
comprehension 

•data collected at key junctures throughout the year

•Identifies next steps for all students 



Reading at Home

•Encourage children to read, read and read more:
•word reading P-2 and 3-6 (as needed) with decodables; 

•shared reading P –6 with rich picture books/texts.



Word Reading at Home 
- Decodable Readers Australia (DRA)

• Hard copy books are sent home weekly 
• Families also have access to DRA online with our teacher allocating revision texts for

additional word reading practice.



Understanding the Significance of Decodable 
Reading Books

•Decodable reading books play a crucial role in evidence-based instruction, 
enhancing reading skills through a well-defined sequence.

•To optimise reading instruction, it is essential that decodable readers offer a 
ŎƭŜŀǊ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ άunlock the codeέ ŀƴŘ enhance their fluency.

•For achieving successful literacy outcomes, the provision of high-quality 
decodable reading books with age-appropriate themes is essential. 



Will all children be reading the same 
readers at the same time?

•The great thing about decodable readers is that through progress 
monitoring, students can be reading different levels of decodable 
books that match their needs. 

•It is best to have students read books that have phonics knowledge 
and word complexities that need to be consolidated.



How often should children be reading 
decodable books?

•The answer to this question is simple....DAILY....

•Students should be given daily opportunities to read aloud using the 
same text to practice word reading.

•Ideally 10 minutes of home reading time each night (if possible) ς
particularly important in the early years P-2.

•We understand families are busy, so please do what you can.



How many times should a book be read?

•Repeated reading has a high effect size on fluency.

•We recommend 3 reads:

мΦ 5ŜŎƻŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ όƛǘΩǎ ƻƪ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŜǇ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǎǘƛƭǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ 
being sounded out and decoded). 

2. Re-read the text to increase the speed of decoding. 

3. Re-read the text and add prosody, making the read sound 
conversational.



When do students move off decodables?

•Decodable readers serve a particular purpose for a limited amount of 
time. 

•They support students word reading, in a systematic way, as students 
build their code knowledge and reading skills.

•When children have mastered word reading, we focus on the other 
side of the house - language comprehension



The Importance of Shared Reading for All

•An important aspect of shared reading is the conversation that occurs between the adult and 
child during the reading. 

•Provides children with access to a world of sights, sounds and words that may be quite different 
from what they experience in their homes, communities and school. 

•Pausing while reading and taking the time to discuss details in the storyŎŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
oral language development. 

•The conversation might focus on the storyline, such as characters or where the story takes place; 
it may focus on similar experiences the child has had to those that happened in the book; it may 
focus on specific words; aspects of print; or concepts that are new to the child. 

•When you read aloud to your child, they hear and learn lots of new and sophisticated words and 
sentences they may not hear or use in everyday conversation. If the story includes new words, it 
is suggested parents/carers take the time to tell your chid what the word means. This will assist 
with developing their repertoire of words (vocabulary bank).



What books should be used for shared reading?

•In the early years of reading instruction, children engage with different books for different purposes.

•±ƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǊƛŎƘΣ 
detailed pictures and are interesting to the child. 

•Picture books are a great for shared reading in the early years.

•We strongly suggest that these rich texts are reread to your child multiple times throughout the week 
to develop their comprehension skills, vocabulary knowledge and confidence building to develop into 
a lifelong love of reading. 

•The following link is a Department of Education modelled example of shared reading, including the 
ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

https://youtu.be/ItWVGjCqBNQ


Library Borrowing

•Encourage children to borrow from the school library each week

•Children Prep to Year 1 can borrow 3 books/ week

•Children Years 2 to 6 can borrow 5 books/week

•We also have eBooks and audio books available



Misconceptions about reading



Questions


