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Objectives of this information 

session.....

To provide a brief 
insight into the reading 
process.

To give you insights 
into the class reading 
program.

To give you some 
practical tips on how to 
support your child at 
home.

To provide you with a 
forum to have your 
questions answered.



What is reading?



Making meaning!



http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj19s6kiIXUAhWKwlQKHUhMB0gQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdomainsofreading.pbworks.com%2Fw%2Fpage%2F28885154%2F5%2520Domains%2520of%2520Reading&psig=AFQjCNFqK2hwHz0oR_0IjrWAR5viwGDMfQ&ust=1495596236301511


Reading is a complex process!



‘Reading depends more on what is 

behind the eyes...on the non-visual 

information, than on the visual 

information in front of them.’

Frank Smith  -’Reading Without Nonsense’ p. 30



There was a tear in his 
....................



Meaning 

cues 
(semantic)

Structure 

cues
(syntactic)

CONSTRUCTING

MEANING

She____________ the eggs.

Jane was making breakfast for the children.

scr



We get cues (sources of information) from:

 within ourselves: our language abilities and our 
knowledge of the world.

 within the text: knowing what makes sense  
[meaning]: and knowing the way things are said 
[language structure]

 within the words: knowing the word by sight; or 
working out how to say the word [letter-sound 
knowledge]



PHONICS : necessary but not sufficient!



PHONICS:  useful when......

 When we meet difficult words that we can’t make 
sense of by the usual logical means.  

 When we come to an unusual word we don’t 
know.......

Przetitzki (Polish surname)

 When we need to write words  (spelling words 
correctly



PHONICS : necessary but not sufficient!

Capability in phonics doesn’t mean 
competence in reading.

‘Ya, ya, ya!’ kata babi.  “Peduli apa?’ kat domba....



Meaning 

cues 
(semantic)

Structure 

cues
(syntactic)

CONSTRUCTING

MEANING

Effective readers use skills interdependently as the 

need arises.



First  reading 

books in Prep 

contain simple 

sentence 

patterns, 

concrete 

objects and 

everyday type 

language.



Texts at 

higher levels 

contain more 

complex 

sentences, 

vocabulary 

and 

concepts. 
End Prep minimum standard: Level 7

Target: Level 11



End Year 1 minimum standard: Level 16 End Year 1 target: Level 19



Reading Instruction
at school

• Modelled Reading
• Shared Reading

Hard
Read with less than 

90% accuracy.

• Guided ReadingInstructional
Read with 90-94% 

accuracy.

• Independent Reading
• (Homework Reading)

Easy
Read with 95%+ 

accuracy.

Whole 
Class

Small 
Group

Individual



A closer look at the ‘guided 
reading’ lesson.

• Small groups: 5-6 children.

• Similar control of the reading process.

• Teacher-led focused instruction.

• Daily 25-30  minutes.

• Teacher supported by specially trained TAs.



Typical structure of a guided 
reading lesson.

Working with Letters-Sounds & 

Words: 
•Letter / Sound Review

•Word Blending

•High Frequency Words

Re-reading familiar books:
• Provides opportunities for practice of 

developing skills.



Format of an ‘early’ guided 
reading lesson.

Reading a new book:
•Reading to….  (I DO)

•Reading with…(WE DO)

•Reading by….  (YOU DO)

Teaching point before and/or 

after reading.



Format of an ‘early’ guided 
reading lesson.

Dictated sentence and Cut-Up 

sentence: Prep Year

He will kick the ball up into the tree.

Teaching opportunities

Word to Fluency:   the

HRSW :  t-r-ee ; k-i-ck

Analogy : all  ball



Format of an ‘early’ guided 
reading lesson.

Dictated sentence and Cut-Up 

sentence: Prep Year

treeinto
up

ball

the

kicked Hethe

He kicked the ball up into the tree.



Format of an ‘early’ guided 
reading lesson.

Dictated sentence and Cut-Up 

sentence: Year 1

One morning, Nelson ran up to a 

new family of large elephants.

One/ morn/ing,/ Nel/son/ ran/ up/ to /a /new/ fam/ily /of 

large /el/e/phants.



Format of an ‘early’ guided 
reading lesson.

Dictated sentence and Cut-Up 

sentence: Year 1

One morning, Nelson ran up to a 

new family of large elephants.

Teaching opportunities

Word to Fluency  :   morning

HRSW :  l-ar-ge ;

Analogy : all  ball



Guided Reading Lesson – Prep & Year 1 (20-30 mins)

Guided Reading - Prep D.mp4


DAILY 
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The 
Role of 
the 
Library



EACH WEEK, STUDENTS 
VISIT THE LIBRARY TO 

BORROW BOOKS.  IN PREP 
AND YEAR 1, STUDENTS 

ALSO COME TO THE 
LIBRARY FOR FORMAL 

LIBRARY LESSONS

Visiting the library



Reading Engagement

The core business of the 
school library is to promote 
reading engagement.  We do 

this in a variety of ways, 
including activities, 

competitions and special 
events like author visits and 

book week.  Most 
importantly, our role is to 

help put books in the hands 
of students – books they 

will enjoy reading.



“Children’s enjoyment of reading

has an impact on their success in 

reading throughout all grade levels 

and into adulthood. For this

reason, it is important to focus on 

how schools can help improve 

children’s enjoyment levels in

reading during elementary school.”

Fraumeni-McBride, Julie P., "The Effects of Choice on Reading Comprehension in 2nd-3rd Grade" (2015). 

Masters of Arts in Education Action Research Papers. Paper 117.





Library Lessons

 Students come to the library each week for a formal 
library lesson in Prep and Year 1.  During these 
lessons, we cover some of the following topics:

 Caring for books

 Parts of a book 

 How to find things in the library

 How to choose a ‘just right’ book

 Fiction and non-fiction – text features

 Simple research skills



The Role of Choice

 In the library, our goal is to encourage children to make suitable 
book choices, but it is also important to allow to them to have their 
own choice.  

 Studies have shown that when children are given a choice in reading 
they show higher scores in reading comprehension. (Fraumeni-
McBride, 2015) 

 There is a positive relationship between choice and reading 
motivation (Schraw, Flowerday & Reisetter, 1998).

 Gambrell (1996) also found that when pupils were asked which 
book they had enjoyed most, 80% of them said that the one they 
had enjoyed most was the one they had selected themselves. 

Gambrell, L.B. (1996). Creating classroom cultures that foster reading motivation. The Reading Teacher, 

50, 14-25

Fraumeni-McBride, Julie P., "The Effects of Choice on Reading Comprehension in 2nd-3rd Grade" (2015). 

Masters of Arts in Education Action Research Papers. Paper 117.

Schraw, G., Flowerday, T. & Reisetter, M.F. (1998). The role of choice in reader engagement. Journal of 

Educational Psychology, 90, 705-714. 



Borrowing Books

 Each week, students in Prep and Year 1 are 
encouraged to borrow up to two books.  They can 
keep these books for up to 1 week.  

 When students borrow books from the library, it is 
about choosing something they will enjoy.  Home 
readers are about learning to read.  Library books are 
about learning to love reading.

 Especially in the early years, many of the books 
students borrow from the library will include 
language that is too difficult for them to read on their 
own.  This is where reading aloud comes in.



HOW CAN YOU 
SUPPORT YOUR 

CHILD WITH HOME 
READING?

Once your child starts 
reading…



When  YOU read When YOUR CHILD reads

 Why is reading to your 
child so important?

 What is your role 
when your child reads 
to you?

Two types of home reading......



First,  a few important points...

Home Reading is meant to be :

Home reading is all about PRACTICE  & READING MILEAGE!



When your child reads to you...

BEFORE READING:

Introduce the book:

Read the title to your child

Look through the pictures together.

Anticipate which words might be tricky and 

use these in your talk.

DURING READING:

Be an adoring audience – wrapped up in 

the wonderful story your child is reading to 

you!

When your child makes a mistake......

When your child is stuck.......

AFTER READING:  

Comment on the story !

Observable behaviours to notice and 

support...

Directional movement - The child will have control of this 

without lapses, or else he is aware of his tendency to lapse and 

will be able to check on his own behaviour.

One to one matching - The child can adopt a controlled one-

to-one matching of spoken to written words for checking 

purposes.

Self-monitoring - The child is checking on himself.  This can 

be seen when an error is noticed but not necessarily corrected.

Cross-checking - The child  notices discrepancies in his own 

responses by cross-checking one kind of information (say, 

visual) with a different kind of information (such as meaning).

Searching for cues - The child is trying to achieve a match 

with meaning, structural and visual cues.

Self-correction - Effective self-correction follows from using 

self-monitoring, searching for cues and cross-checking 

information.  However, even unsuccessful attempts at self-

correction are indicators that the child is aware these activities 

can be helpful.

HANDOUT



 This HANDOUT 
will be emailed 
following the 
session.



Read 
aloud 
to your 
child 
every 
day!





• “In an era of  high -stakes test ing and education 
reforms and revolutions,  research has 
repeatedly proved that  one simple  parenting 
technique is  among the most  ef fect ive.  Chi ldren 
who are read aloud to by parents get  a  head 
start  in language and l i teracy ski l ls  and go to  
school  better  prepared.”

h t t p : / / w w w . r e a d a l o u d . o r g / w h y . h t m l

Why read aloud?



Read aloud to your child every day!

‘The act of reading or being read to 

develops the mind and increases 

intelligence.  Most printed material, 

even a children’s book, has more 

sophisticated words than nearly every 

form of oral language.’

Rasinski, T. (2003) The Fluent Reader



A long way out in the deep 

blue sea there lived a fish.  

Not just an ordinary fish, but 

the most beautiful fish in the 

entire ocean.  His scales were 

every shade of blue and green 

and purple, with sparkling 

silver scales among them.

The other fish were amazed at 

his beauty.  They called him 

Rainbow fish. “Come on, 

Rainbow Fish,” they would 

call. “Come and play with 

us!”  But the Rainbow Fish 

would just glide past, proud 

and silent, letting his scales 

shimmer.



One day,
Father bear and Baby Bear
went down to the river.
Mother Bear stayed at home.



The time you 
have with your 
child is better 
spent on 
enjoyable, 
successful, fluent 
reading  rather 
than labouring 
over difficulties.



This brochure will 
be emailed 
following the 
session.


